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For Immediate Release

OPERATION #NOT FORGOTTEN:

Canada Caring Society and MOSAIC launch campaign 
to sponsor “forgotten” refugees on Manus and Nauru


Vancouver, BC – July 31, 2019 - For the past six years, hundreds of refugees and asylum seekers trying to reach safety in Australia have been held on isolated islands in the South Pacific. They fled persecution and violence in their countries of origin, only to be imprisoned for years in desperate and inhumane conditions by the Australian government.

The majority of the detainees are officially recognized as refugees which makes them legally entitled to request asylum, yet they have been held on Manus Island and Nauru since 2013, under a restrictive policy barring them from entering Australia. Now Canadians have come together to offer hope and refuge to those whom the world has forgotten.

Operation #Not Forgotten is a project to sponsor up to 200 refugees living on Manus and Nauru Islands and in Papua New Guinea. While the majority of the men and women still being detained on these islands have been accepted for resettlement to the United States, there are approximately 200 individuals who currently have no hope, no options, no future.

Operation #Not Forgotten is a partnership between Canada Caring Society and MOSAIC, both based in British Columbia, Canada. Hassan Al Kontar, a refugee advocate from Syria, will also be taking a leadership role on the project. Al Kontar arrived in Canada last year after living in the Kuala Lumpur airport for seven months and being detained in a Malaysian detention centre for two months. His story garnered international media attention and he inspired millions with his resilience and determination to speak out about the rights of refugees.

Sponsorships will be undertaken through Canada’s private refugee sponsorship program which allows Canadian citizens the opportunity to bring refugees to this country by raising the necessary funds to support them financially for their first year and providing the support to help them integrate into the community when they arrive. Last year, Canada resettled more refugees than any other country in the world and two thirds of those refugees were privately sponsored. 

Canada Caring Society and MOSAIC will be working together to raise the sponsorship funds, along with partners in Australia. The Canadian government requires a minimum of $16,500 CAD ($18,000 AUD/$12,500 US) per person to cover their living costs for their first year in the country. For 200 people, this amounts to approximately $3.3 million CAD. The government also requires settlement support consisting of five volunteers from the settlement community where the individual will be residing.

Fundraising campaigns will be launched across Canada, in Australia, and around the world. Settlement support services – finding accommodation, employment, medical care - will be provided by volunteer teams who will be trained and coordinated across the country by Canada Caring Society and MOSAIC. 

All funds raised will be held and disbursed by MOSAIC, a registered Canadian charity. Canadian donors will be eligible to receive a charitable tax receipt from MOSAIC. Donors in Australia can contribute and receive a charitable tax receipt from the Refugee Council of Australia. Donors outside of Canada and Australia can donate online through a GoFundMe campaign. 

This project is endorsed and supported by Amnesty International, Canadian Council of Refugees and the Refugee Council of Australia.

For more information about Operation #Not Forgotten and background info on the situation, please see the attached FAQ document or visit: 

To arrange an interview, please contact:


	Laurie Cooper
Founder/Director
Canada Caring Society
E: laurie@canadacaring.org
W: www.canadacaring.org
	Saleem Spindari
Senior Manager
Refugees and Migrant Workers Programs
MOSAIC
E: sspindari@mosaicbc.org
W: www.mosaicbc.org
	Hassan Al Kontar
Refugee Advocate
E: hassan@manattheairport.com
W :www.manattheairport.com




[bookmark: _GoBack]HOW TO DONATE:

To support this campaign, please visit https://www.gofundme.com/f/operationnotforgotten

HOW TO VOLUNTEER:

To get involved as a volunteer, send email to: notforgotten@canadacaring.org

ABOUT CANADA CARING SOCIETY AND MOSAIC:

CANADA CARING SOCIETY is a registered non-profit society which has been offering support to refugees in Canada and overseas since 2016. Canada Caring Society has also been involved in many private and community sponsorships.

MOSAIC is a registered charity serving immigrant, refugee, migrant and mainstream communities throughout the province of BC and overseas via online programs. MOSAIC is a recognized by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada as a Sponsorship Agreement Holder and is one of the largest settlement organizations in Canada.
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